ORIENTAL ASSEMBLY

the war, and Asia, which had been moving fast
for twenty years, put on a dizzy spurt, and left
our expectations straining far behind. During
the war Europe came bodily to Western Asia. On
one side of the fence were the armies of the
Germans, on this side the armies of the Allies.
Each set great departments, fortified with all their
resources, to work on the senses of the Orientals.
We talked for and against Holy Wars, as finely
as any Moslem dialectician. We preached of the
rights of civilisation, of the laws of humanity, of
international law, Geneva conventions, Hague
conferences* We poured out leaflets, and picture
papers, newspapers, films, all to convey an
impression which should make the East under-
stand us, and help us with conviction* Like other
artists, the character we most illustrated in these
productions was our own. The astonished
peoples of Western Asia could not choose but
hear us, and began, willingly or unwillingly, to
see what we were like, and comprehend our least
notions. They did not always like them, but
they learned a lot. In particular they learned
what each of us was fighting for (they heard it
from all our mouths, and we all said much the
same thing), and a thing sworn to by so many
witnesses must surely be true. This liberty, this